
  

 

Guardian of the seasons, Guardian of the seasons, Guardian of the seasons, Guardian of the seasons,     

keeper of every time,keeper of every time,keeper of every time,keeper of every time,    

tune us so to your rhythmstune us so to your rhythmstune us so to your rhythmstune us so to your rhythms    

that we may know the occasion for stillnessthat we may know the occasion for stillnessthat we may know the occasion for stillnessthat we may know the occasion for stillness    

and the moment for action. and the moment for action. and the moment for action. and the moment for action.     

May we be so prepared May we be so prepared May we be so prepared May we be so prepared     

so aware so aware so aware so aware     

so awakenedso awakenedso awakenedso awakened    

in our waitingin our waitingin our waitingin our waiting    

that when you promptthat when you promptthat when you promptthat when you prompt    

us into motion, us into motion, us into motion, us into motion,     

our hands may be your hands our hands may be your hands our hands may be your hands our hands may be your hands     

and our purposesand our purposesand our purposesand our purposes    

your own.your own.your own.your own.    
 

‘An Advent Blessing’  

Jan Richardson  paintedprayerbook.com 
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WELCOME TO PICTOU UNITED CHURCHWELCOME TO PICTOU UNITED CHURCH  

Rev. MaryRev. Mary--Beth Moriarity  B.A., B.Th., M.Div.Beth Moriarity  B.A., B.Th., M.Div.  
David & Shelley Pos: Ministry of MusicDavid & Shelley Pos: Ministry of Music  

www.pictouunited.com 
 

December 3rd, 2017 
Advent 1 ~ HOPE 

 

“No hope?“No hope?  
Look into the starsLook into the stars  

Or down into a baby’s faceOr down into a baby’s face  
And tell me there is no hope…”And tell me there is no hope…”  

Ann Weems – Searching for Shalom 
  

We Gather in CommunityWe Gather in Community  
 

As the music begins, we are invited to 
prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Music to Gather Us  
 

Welcome & Announcements ~ Mission Moment  
 

  Gathering Words ~ Moment to Pause 
 

One: In the preparations and frenzy; 
 In the cooking and shopping; 
 In the worry and the grieving; 

In the giving and receiving; 
In the parties and busyness; 
In our gathering this day: 

 May we remember that this Season 
   is about something more. 
ALL: For this Season is precious time...  
   of waiting, of longing, of expectation.  

The Advent Season is about the birth of something sacred. 
One: For something sacred needs to be born; 

  and it needs a manger. 
 So let us pause… Let us prepare a manger, 
ALL: in our homes, our world, our hearts, 

  for the birth of the sacred.  
 

Twilight, then darkness, 
night falls and candles glow. 

Gently surrounding us 
a new birth of hope. 

Watching, waiting, awak’ning 
a new birth of hope. 

 

“Advent Chant” words & music: Phil Porter & Elaine Kirkland 
in Seasons of the Spirit 
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Advent Gathering Litany  
 

One: We are waiting… for someone is coming to bring hope to all people. 
ALL: We are waiting... 
 

The Candle of HOPE Is Brought Forward and Lit.  
 

We each are born with a candle burning. 
This is the flame that lights the way. 

This is the HOPE that shines within us, 
fills our hearts and dawns the day. 

 

from “Candle Burning” 
Pat Mayberry & David Kai 

 

One: We are waiting... for someone is coming to bring peace to  
 places of turmoil. 
ALL: We are waiting… 

The Candle of PEACE Is Brought Forward 
 

One: We are waiting… for someone is coming to bring joy to people  
 and places filled with sadness. 
ALL: We are waiting... 

 

The Candle of JOY Is Brought Forward 
 

One: We are waiting… for someone is coming to bring love, 
  Holy love, to all. 
ALL: We are waiting… 

The Candle of LOVE Is Brought Forward 
 
 

One: Someone is coming! 
ALL: We are waiting… we are waiting for the One who will bring  
 God’s hope and peace and joy and love. 

The Christ Candle Is Brought Forward 

 
Hymn God of All Places Voices United  4 
 
We are Gathered in Prayer    
 

One: In Advent we wait for you: 
ALL: God the maker, 

Jesus the storyteller, 
Holy Spirit of life. 

One: In Advent we cry to you: 
ALL: God of Justice, 

Jesus of Bethlehem, 
Holy Spirit of Hope. 

 

One: In Advent we long for you. 
ALL: You, God, are our love, 

our warmth, 
our light. 
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One: Come God. 
ALL: Come. Come. Come…  

adapted from Ruth Burgess - Winter 

      We Prayerfully Sing 
In this moment, in this place, 
all is wonder, all is grace. 

In this moment, in this place, 
hope awaits. 

 

sung twice  
‘All is Wonder’ words & music by Trisha Watts ~ Season of the Spirit 2012-13 

 

Moment for All ~ Taking the Shirts Off Our Backs! 
 

Share our gifts. 
Fill our totes. 

Spread God’s HOPE and sing: 
“We can make a difference” 
Oh, let our voices ring. 

 

We Open Ourselves to WisdomWe Open Ourselves to Wisdom  
  

Deep, deep  and still. 
Holy is the silence. 

Our cares set aside for a time. 
Sacred is the hush that falls upon us, 
that calls upon us to listen... listen... 

listen to the voice sublime,  
of truth, deep and still, 
holy in the silence, 

within us and around us now. 
 

words & music by Scott Kearns 

 

Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 64: 1-9  Break In - Break Through, We Pray p. 751 
 

Sung Response  Kindle a flame to lighten the dark 
 and take all fear away.  

sung twice ~ Voices United  19 

 

Responsive Psalm Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19    Restore Us, O Holy One 
 

One: Eternal Listener, give heed to your people, 
 You, who are our guide and our light! 
 You, who dwell amidst the angels, 
    shine forth into the heart of all nations! 
 Enliven your people with compassion 
    that peace and justice might flourish. 
 

ALL: Restore us, O Holy One; 
    let your face shine upon us, 
    teach us to love! 
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One: Gentle Teacher, help us to turn to you in prayer, 
    fasting from our negative thoughts. 
 In your steadfast love, you weep with our tears, 
    tears that rise from fear, doubt, and illusion. 
 You uphold us when we feel the sting of pride, 
    when our anxiety threatens to paralyze us. 
 

ALL: Restore us, O Holy One; 
    let your face shine upon us, 
    teach us to love! 
 

One: May those who have borne the fruit of love 
    radiate your Spirit into the world! 
 May we always walk and co-create with you; 
    receive the gratitude of our hearts, 
    as we share in the Great Plan! 
 

ALL: Restore us, O Holy One! 
 Let your face shine upon us, 
    teach us to love! 

adapted from Psalms for Praying by Nan C. Merrill 

 
Sung Response  Kindle a flame… 
 

Gospel Wisdom Mark 13: 24-37 Keep Awake!  p.1019 
 

Sung Response  Kindle a flame… 
 

Reflections “Wait = Hope” 
 

Moment for Silent Reflection 
 

We Respond and Move into the WorldWe Respond and Move into the World  
  

We Prepare to Offer our Gifts ~ Offertory ~ Prayer 
 

 And we come, too, with gifts of our own 
 as rich and as precious as gold. 
 Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart 

  offering wealth untold, offering wealth untold. 
 

   Follow the star of the night, 
   star of wonder, star so bright, 
   offer your gifts whatever they are, 
   be not afraid, Follow the star. 
 

“Follow The Star” from’ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’ 

 
Ministry of Music ‘When Will the Little King Come?’ 
 

words & music : Ruth Elaine Schram 
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We Pause in Prayer 
 

God of Winter, Springtime, 
Summer and Autumn. 

God of Light; 
God of Warmth; 
God of Love; 

God of Potential; 
God of Hope; 
Enter our lives 

as you entered this world 
bringing love, healing and wholeness. 

 

adapted from a prayer by John Birch: ‘Praying Through the Celtic Year’  
 
Hymn God of Still Waiting More Voices 20 

 

We Go into the World to Share the Gifts of Hope 
 

When the world says, “Give up,” 
hope whispers, “Try it one more time.” 

 

One: Like the air we breathe, God’s grace surrounds us. 
ALL: We go into this world as people of grace. 
One: Like the earth we walk upon, God’s love grounds us. 
ALL: We go into this world as people of love. 
One: Like the dawn of a new day, God’s hope renews us. 
ALL: We go into this world as people of hope. 

adapted from “Partnership for Life”: A liturgy for World AIDS Day 
World AIDS Day is marked each year on December 1st  

 

Hope in our souls, hope, hope. 
Hope in our souls we pray. 
Following the path of One of hope, 
we work for healing, 
we work for hope; 
Hope in our souls today. 

adapted from ‘Peace For the Children’ More Voices 149 
 

Music to Send Us Out into the World 
 

 This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of This week's bulletin is dedicated in loving memory of     
James Hefler by Alison Yoshioka.James Hefler by Alison Yoshioka.James Hefler by Alison Yoshioka.James Hefler by Alison Yoshioka.    

We gather downstairs in our Church Hall for a light luncheon 

and  to “Take the Shirts Off Our Backs” and  make our T-Shirt 

Totes. NO sewing required!   Assistance provided! 

Remember Giving Tags will be added to our completed  

T-Shirt Totes invi ng us to fill our Totes with gi"s of  

#$%&, %&()&, *$+ , -$.& for various community organizations. 
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REMEMBER! FUNDSCRIP orders accepted today. 

For more info call Bev 902 485-4794 or Nancy 902 485-6738. 
Assorted cards are available from the office. See Sandy. 

Advent is for getting ready. It’s a time for intention, for  
looking with curiosity in the bare and wild places, for  
gathering up the beautiful strands of our courage, and  

celebrating our own personal “yes” as we prepare for Christmas.  
 

Guided by resources from Janice MacLean (The Prayer Bench)  
we will join together, making space in what can be a hectic time,  

and pondering together a few ‘Advent EntryWays’  
while crossing Advent’s threshold into Christmas.  

 

 

Thursdays - December 7th, 14th and 21st from 10:30-11:30 am

Genevieve Bergeron 
Helene Colgan 

Nathalie Crouteau 
Barbara Daigneault 
Anne-Marie Edward 

Maud Haviernick 
Barbara Maria Klucznick 

Maryse Leclair 
Maryse Laganiere 
Anne-Marie Lemay 

Sonia Pelletier 
Michele Richard 
Annie St-Arneault 
Annie Turcotte 

This Wednesday, December 6This Wednesday, December 6thth, is Canada, is Canada’’s s   
““National Day of Remembrance and Action to End Violence Against WomenNational Day of Remembrance and Action to End Violence Against Women”.”.  

Established in 1991, this day commemorates the day in 1989 when 14 women were 
killed by Marc Lepine at l'École Polytechnique de Montréal. Twenty-eight years 
later we are painfully aware that though much awareness has been raised, violence, 
in its many forms, rages. Beyond commemorating the loss of these fourteen young 
lives, December 6th represents a time to pause and reflect on the phenomenon of 
violence in our society. Once again this year you are invited to wear a purple ribbon 
(in the Narthex) as a symbol of our remembering and our commitment to creating 
communities where all are safe and none are afraid.  
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A place of welcome… 
A place of learning… 
A place of exploring… 
A place of laughter… 
A place of prayer… 
A holy place… 

A people of faith making a difference 
in our community and our world. 

WELCOME 

Greeting the congregation are Donna Weaver and June Cameron. 

Our Steward today is Luke Young. M&S Enthusiast Margaret Anne Dodson. 

Our Ambassador today is David Steele. Lay Leader is Catherine Moore. 

A thank you to Norman Moore for attending to the EastLink camera. 

Visit pictouunited.com & united-church.ca 

Thank you to all for making Carols at The Kirk 2017 a success! 
Wonderful music and a grand total of $1,096.95 for the Fuel Fund.  

3333 A��� ! S#$��%&� 4444 
Thursday, December 7th  10:30 - 11:30 am Advent Gathering ‘Advent EntryWays’ 

Sunday, December 10th    10:30 am Worship     Advent 2 ~ PEACE 
 Please bring your Opportunity Shop “Star” gifts or others suitable children’s gifts 

e.g. colouring books, crayons, mittens... as we share the love of the Season with others. 

  2:00 pm Worship at the Shiretown Nursing Home 

THIS WEEK AT PUC | O����� 902 485-8081 TUE. 8:30 ��-12:30 ��,  
M"#/W�%/T&'() 4-6 +� & S'#%�- +(�"( ." & �"//"0�#1 0"()&�+. 

B'//�.�# )'3��))�"# %��%/�#� = W�%#�)%�- @ 5 +� 

Tuesday, Dec 5 7:00 pm ♫ Choir practice. All Welcome! ♫ 

Wed. Dec 6 8:30 am 

11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

PU Healthy Lifers 

Grab & Go Lunch Program 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Thursday, Dec 7 10:30 am Advent Gathering ‘Advent EntryWays' 

Friday, Dec 8 9:30 am Friday FunDay 

Next Sunday 10:30 am 
 

2:00 pm 

Worship ~  ADVENT 2 
 

Worship at the Shiretown 

PUC is a NUT & SCENT AWARE ZONE. Please remember when providing  
food for events. Please be aware of scent sensitivities of others. Thank you. 

HEARING LOOP Switch to ‘T-COIL’ The PICTOU ADVOCATE has “PUC Sunday Reports”  

S)$1123# G(&-2) C4-145(- E.&7278 921# L&923 M()<277$7 

T#453=(+, December  7th - 6:30 pm Highland Square Mall across from Bell Aliant. 

Lewis will read from his latest book of poetry “Raithean airson Sireadh”  (Seasons for Seeking.) 

consis�ng of Gaelic and English transla�ons from the famous poet Rumi. Meet & Greet follows.  


